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ReEADING | Nehemial 8:2~4aq,

Ezra the priest brough
bly, which consisted of men,
children old ¢nough to understand. Sy
one end of the open place t]
Water Gate, he read out of the book from daybre
till midday, in the presence of t
and those children o
all the people listened attentively to ]
the law. Fzra the scribe
form that had bee
opened the scroll so that al
it—for he was standing
people—; and. as he opened it, all the
Ezra blessed the Log D, th
people, their hands raised high,
amen!” Then they b
themselves be
ground. Ezra read p]
of God, interpretin g
what was read. Then Nehemiah, th
Excellency, and E

t the law befor

anding

¥

4

higher up than any of th

Levites who were Instructing th
the people: “Today is hol
Do not be sad, and do
people were weeping
the law. He said further- “Go, eat rich foods and

drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those

who had nothing prepared; for today is

LORD. Do not be saddened this d

in the LorRb must be your

holy to our
ay, for rejoicing
strength!”

RESPONSORIAL Psaim Psalm 19:8,
9, 10, 15 (see John 6:63c)

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the Lorp is perfect,
refreshing the soul:

the decree of the Lorp is trustworthy,
giving wisdom to the simple. R.

The precepts of the Lorp are ri ght,
rejoicing the heart;

the command of the Lorp is clear,
enlightening the eye. R.
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5-6, 8~10

¢ the assem-
women, and thoge

1at was before the
ak
he men, the women,
d enough to understa nd; and
1e book of

stood on a wooden plat-
1 made for the occasion. He

the people might see

people rose.
e great God, and all the
answered, “Amen,
owed down and prostrated
fore the Lorbp, their faces to the
ainly from the book of the law
i so that all could understand
al 1s, His
“zra the priest-scribe and the
¢ people said to alj
y to the Lorb your God.
not weep” —for all the
as they heard the words of

p—

—-M“““

P

The fear of the Logrp s pure,
enduring forever-
the ordinances of the |

AQOIRD are true,
all of them just. R

at
Let the words of my mouth
of my heart
find favor before you,
O Lorp, my rock

and the thought

and my redeemer. R

ReapIiNnG 1T Corinthians 12:1>

Longer: [ Corinthigns 12:12-3()

~14, 27

Brothers and sisters: Ag
tnany parts, and all the
many, are one body, so also Chrigt. For in
Spirit we were al baptized into one
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
all given to drink of one Sp
not a single p
and individy

o a body is one though it hag

parts of the body, though
one
body, whether
persons, and we were
irit. Now the body is
art, but many. You are Christ

s body,
ally parts of it.

GOoSPEL Luyke I:1~4; 4:14-27

since many have undertake
tive of the events that have
us, just as those wi

Cemed L T e il

nto compile a narra-
been fulfilled among
10 were eyewitnesses fron the
beginning and ministers of the word have handed
them down to us, T too have decided
tigating everything accurate
down in an orderly seque
lent Theophilus, so that you may realize the cer-
tainty of the teach ings you have received.

Jesus returned to G

ORI AN AT )

, alter inves-
ly anew, to write i
nce tor you, most excel-

Ve 3k
..f.::'i—.-t-..l"-;ur.-.!.-ﬂ LR R - e e A By -

roart o

alilee in the power of
the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout
the whole region. He taught in their synagogues
and was praised by all.

tHe came to Nazareth, where he had grown up,
and went according to his custom into the syna-
gogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read
was handed a scroll of the
unrolled the scroll and found
was written:

The Spirit of the Lord is Upon me, / because he
has anointed me / to bring glad tidings to the poor. /
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives / and
recovery of sight to the blind, / to let the oppressed go

free, / and to proclaim ¢ year acceptable to the Lord,

=it

and
prophet Isaiah. He
the passage where it
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Rolling up the scroll, be handed it back to the
atendant and sat down, and the cyes of all in the
synagogue tooked intently at him. He said to
them, “Today this Scripture passage is fullitled in
your hearing.”
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Practice of Faith
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The first reading from Nehemiah recounts the
remarkable day five hundred years before the birth
of Christ when Ezra read the book of the law (the
Torah) to all of Jerusalem. The people, having just
returned (rom their long exile, wept with gratitude
as the Word of God washed over then. o Decpen
your appreciation for the Word of God by exchang-
ing insights with others in regular Bible study. This
resource 15 a great start. Another resource 1o
cxplore is the popular podcast “The Bible in a
Year,” with Ur. Mike Schinitz (ascension press.com
/bibleinaycar). « The passage Jesus read from the
prophet I[saiah in his home SYynagogue is some-
Limes described as his mission statement.
Prayertully reflect on the words Jesus proclaimed
from the scroll and consider bow he fulfilled them.
¢ The Church celebrates the Memorial of St john
Bosco this week on Junua ry 3. o the spirit of
John Bosco, patron saint of children, make a aift
to or offer o assist a local agency dedicated to the
care of underserved children.

Powaload more questions unid activitics for fumilies,
Christian initiation groups, und other aduli groups af
e tps:Ziwwaw i poorefulow,

Scripture Insights
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Luke knew the power of words, Ontly in Luke’s
10spel can one find parables such as the prodigal
son or the good Samaritan. Luke also relates Jesus’
words of challenge (o disciples such as Martha,
goed people who had let theiy CONCCrns come
before divine teaching. Even Luke's resurrection
accounts portray fesus as a preacher and teacher
(Luke 24:6-8; 25-27 44-47). In Luke’s mind,
fesus” primary role as Messiah was (o transform
humanity throu zhy his Message.

Fhis is the context for today’s Gospel reading.
A sense of cxpectation pervades the narrative.
Although the official Judaism of Jesus day did not
speak of a messiah, a nope for such a savior was
common in popular religion. Some expected a new
Moses, whoe would lead Israel in tulfiling God’s
Law (Deuteronomy 18:15). Some expected a king
(Bzekiel 34:22-24). Still others ex pected a skilled
warrior with supernatural power (Daniel 7:13-1 4).
The synagogue congregation had heard of Jesus’
mighty deeds elsewhere and came to see if he
might tulthili their expectations.

They found a man with a message. God did
ot need warriors or lawgivers or kings, because
the kingdom was already established. 1f people did
not see it, that was because the anxiecties of cvery-
day life crowded out any awareness of it They
needed someone to reveal it to them. Freedom
began the day they believed that God had acted 1o
restore humanity’s freedom, wholeness, hope, and
joy. Jesus” message was simply to inspire faith that
divine promises were now being fulfitled.

It was the right word at the right moment.

People believed in Jesus, and their hope in a new
and different world helped them find evidence of
the kingdom everywhere. His disciples today must
do the same, sharing our joy and freedom in such
ways that all can come to believe that “Today the
Scriptures are fulfitled in your hearing.”

¢ Flas anyone ever changed your fife with the
right word at the right moment?

+ Has a text of Seripture ever aflected your

lile deeply?

+ What Gospel message might you be able share
that will bil someonc else with hope?




