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Mﬂf@:h 23, 2025 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
peglm 103:1-2, 3—4, 6-7, 8, 11 (8a)

R The Lord is kind and mercitul.

READING | Exodus 3:1—84, 13~15
Shorter: Exodus 1-3, 7-6, 12-17

-,
! .,"T'r.'l-"!.."’:' =
O HihN

h-__'-_\'- e

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law
Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading the flock
~cross the desert, he came to Horeb, the mountain

of God. There an angel of the LorD appeared to Bless the LORD, O my soul,
Moses in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked and forget not all his benefits. R.
on, he was surprised to sec that the bush, though D e
5 1 : ) tOUBY e pardons all your iniquities, e
on fire, was not consumed. So Moses decided, "} |

must go over to look at this remarkable sight, and
see why the bush is not burned.”

When the Lorp saw him coming over to look
at it more closely, God called out to him from the
bush. “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here | am.’
Cod said, “Come no nearer! Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place where you stand is
holy ground. T am the God of your fathers,” he
comtinued, “the God of Abraham, the God of
[saac, the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look at God. But the LORD said,
“] have witnessed the affiiction of my people in
Egypt and have heard their cry of complaint
against their slave drivers, 50 [ know well what
they are suffering. Therelore ] have come down to
rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians and
lead them out of that land into a good and spacious
land. a land flowing with milk and honey.”

Moses said to God, “But when 1 go to the
Israclites and say to them, “The God of your fathers
has sent me to you, if they ask me, “What 1s
his name?” what am 1 to tell them?” God replied,
“I ama who am.” Then he added, “This is what you
shall tell the Israelites: I AM sent me to you.”

God spoke further to Moses, “Thus shall you
say to the israclites: The LORD, the God of your
fathers. the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.

“This is my name forever; / thus am 110 be
rememmbered through all generations.”
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b

Biess the Lorp, O my souls
and all my being, bless his holy name.

he heals all your ills,
He redeems your life from destruction,
he crowns you with kindness
and compassion. R.

The LORD secures justice
and the rights of all the oppressed.
He has made known his ways to Moses,
and his deeds to the children of Israel. R.

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so surpassing is his kindness toward those
who fear him. R.

ReapinG 11 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10—12

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and
sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud
and all passed through the sea, and all of them
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
cen. All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank
the same spiritual drink, for they dran k from a
spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was
‘he Christ. Yet God was not pleased with most of
them, for they were struck down in the desert.

These things happened as examples tor us, s
that we might not desire evil things, as they did.
Do not grumble as some of them did, and suftered
death by the destroyer. These things happened to
them as an example, and they have been written
down as a warning to us, upon whom the end ol
the ages has come. Therefore, whoever thinks he
is standing secure should take care not to fall.
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GospeL Luke 13:1-9

Some people old Tesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of ther
cacrifices. Jesus said to them n reply, “Do you
Tink that because these Galileans suflered in this
way they were greater sinners than all other
Galileans? By no meanst bul Etell you, il you do
not repent, you will al perish as they didt Or those
cighteen people who were killed when the tower
A Siloam fell on them —do you think they were
more guilty than everyone clse who lived in
lerusalem? By no means! But 1tell you, if you do
not repent, you will all perish as they did!”

And he told them this parable: “Ihere once
was a person who had a fig tree planted in his
orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on tt
but found none, he said to the gardener, ‘Por three
years now 1 have come in scarch of fruit on this hig
ree but have found none. So cut il down, Why
dhould it exhaust the soil?” He said Lo him in reply,
‘Gir. leave it {or this year also, and 1 shall cultivaie
the ground around it and fertilize it it may bear

-

it in the Tuture. [T not you can cut il down.”

Practice
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The parable of the patient pardener is a reminder
of our polential for grow th. » Now at the midpoint
of vur Lenten journey, refiect on your atientiveness
to your fLenten praclices and make any necessary
adjustments. « Consider Jesus” words aboul repen-
tance today. What sin hinders you from frecly hv-
ing and sharing your faith? » The Church
commemorates the Solemnity of the Annunciation
of the Lord on March 25. God announces the
Good News in the most unexpected places and
through the most unexpected messengers. This
woek attend to the messengers that God sends 10
inspire, CNCOUTALL, and challenge you.

Dwesttented iore questions il m‘fh-'Hhmjj‘hijji:”i“.‘a‘:{,

Christian initiation groups, aud oifrer adull groufis dt
Iittps:/iwww i porg/eln.

Scripture Insights
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Repentance, the Lheme of this Sunday's Gospel
reading, can be a challenging topic. Penitential
writings of the past often made extravaganl claims
of sinfulness that resonate with few people today.
tn chapter 21 of Thomas a Kempis' The Inritalion
of Chrést, the uthor states, “Itis a wonder that any
o consider and meditate on thelr exited state
and the many dangers 1o their souls can ever be
perfectly happy in (his life. Lighthearted and heed-
less oF our defects, we do not feet the real sorrows
of our souls, but often indulge in empty laughter
when we have good reason to weep.” Although this
type of language was nfluential al various times
in history, many people today (ind in it an
anhealthy repression and obsession with sin.

jesus preached repentance, however, so today’s
disciples must have somce U aderstanding of the
dea The biblicat language of repentance is helpful,
in Hebrew, words for “repentance” often mean
(e or furi away. I Greek, the most cominot
waord is mmctanoid, which means “a change of
mind/heart.” Jesus draws on hoth ideas, Cneourag:
ing his disciples to turm (rom their current life
through an interior change.

{n Scripture, sometimes the “turning’ is lit-
eral in the Hebrew text of the first reading, many
ranslations have Moses sayimng to himself, “Letme
urn aside and sce this greal sight .. .7 Paying
Atlention to God’s nearby presence can nspire
signiticant tra asformation. Turning tho hody
Jdone is not always enoughy repentance CQUITES
aterior renewal. As St. Paul notes in the sccond
reading, one can witness great miracles and nol
experience a change of heart,

The parable of the fig tree recognizes that
Laterior renewal is a slow process. The gardener
proposes a slow process of strengthening the life
of the tree. Just so, our interior transtormation
grows slowly th rough fasting, almsgiving, and
prayer. These arc lesus gardening techniques that
give life in every age to his disciples.

+ Llow can you respond to Jesus call to
repentance?

o Jow can you atlend o God's nearby presence?

r

« How can you let Christ (ransform your hearte



